
Franklin Veterinary Clinic 39 Hill Rd Franklin, NH 03235 

                                                            June 25, 2018 

 Re: Setting “bag limits” for trappers for foxes, fishers, and other small carnivores 

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

I have been a veterinarian in the state of NH for thirty years.    In addition, I was an associate professor of Environmental 

Science at New Hampshire College (now SNHU) for five years.  I would like to express my deep concern over the 

depletion of small carnivores in this state due to a variety of influences, including overhunting/trapping. 

  

There are numerous reasons why I consider a “bag limit" to be a useful tool, but I will limit myself to one:  tick control, 

and the subsequent control of tick-borne diseases that affect our wildlife, our pets, and ourselves.  

  

As I’m sure you know, there are three main species of tick that currently infest the Granite State; the American Dog tick, 

the Lone Star tick, and the Black Legged tick (also commonly referred to as the Deer tick or the Lyme tick.)    All three of 

these tick species spread potential zoonoses, including Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Tularemia, Anaplasmosis, 

Erlichiosis, Babesiosis, and of course, Lyme disease.  

  

Another similarity among these tick species is that they all spend a portion of their life cycle (generally the “nymph” 

stage) on small rodents and rabbits.  

 

 As global warming continues to be a threat, many of these small rodent species have increased their territory and 

moved north.  Specifically, the white-footed mouse has moved dramatically northward in the last 25 years.  It is the 

definitive host to the nymph stage of the Black Legged (Lyme) tick.  

  

Many people will erroneously claim that global warming’s greatest impact on tick numbers is actual survival of the ticks 

over winter, but that is incorrect.   A far greater impact on Lyme tick survival is the survival of the white-footed mouse.  

It is the number of MICE that survive the winter, not the number of ticks, (or more specifically tick eggs) that will have 

the greatest impact on the tick loads that will eventually end up on our moose, our dogs, and ourselves.  

  

As I’m sure you are all aware, foxes and fishers are particularly adept at harvesting mice in the winter from their 

subnivean habitat.  Continued depletion of these natural predators will surely result in ever greater numbers of ticks, 

and the dangerous zoonotic and animal based diseases that they carry. 

  

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this comment. 

Sincerely, 

  

Dr. Barry N. Taylor (603)934-7179   


